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Maja obtained her Ph.D. at UC Davis (2010), whereto she has now returned after having worked at 

Michigan State University until relocating to Purdue University in 2012. Her research area is poultry 

behaviour and welfare (including ducks, laying hens and turkeys) on a diverse array of subjects. One 

of these is the development of a treadmill performance test with which to quantify walking ability in 

ducks that can be used along with or instead of the gait score system. 

 

In her short career she has published over 15 peer-reviewed articles within the field of poultry 

behaviour, and presented at 25 conference or industry meetings.  She has also successfully attracted 

large sums of research funding for applied behaviour projects in her current position. Maja has a 

remarkable capability to approach scientist and industry alike and has developed collaborations with 

egg, turkey and duck producers, as well as researchers (within and outside the US) with expertise in a 

variety of fields. 

 

Maja trains her graduate and undergraduate students with passion and enthusiasm, she is an 

amazing mentor and takes great pride in the accomplishments of her students – many of whom have 

obtained awards and published papers not only as undergraduates, but also as high school students. 
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