Prestigious award for Professor in animal behaviour and welfare

Professor Alistair Lawrence has been awarded the title of Honorary Fellow of the International
Society for Applied Ethology.

Professor Alistair Lawrence, Chair of Animal Behaviourand Welfare atthe University of Edinburgh
and Scotland's Rural College (SRUC), was awarded the title of Honorary Fellow at the annual
Congress of the International Society for Applied Ethology (ISAE) on 7-10 August 2017 in Denmark.
The title of Honorary Fellow is awarded by the ISAE Council to persons of eminence in the field of
the aims of the Society.

ISAE providesaforumfor the discussion of advancesin applied animalbehaviourscience and
education and covers aspects relevant to human-animalinteractions such as farming, wildlife
management, the keeping of companion and laboratory animals, and the control of pests. The
Society has an international federal structure as well as regional representatives around the world.

Professor Lawrence hasa PhD on sheep social behaviour after which he builta research team
focusingonthe application of animal behaviourto interpretand improve animal welfare inarange
of farm species. He is currently working on understanding the wider effects of positive animal
psychology on health and welfare, with afocus on play behaviour and environmental enrichment.

“Itisa very greathonourto be given thisaward. ISAEis the international society that represents the
application of animal behaviourscience to better understand how toi mprove how humansinteract
with animals. This award recognises my contribution to applied animal behaviourscience and also
that of the many colleagues | have worked with at the Easter Bush Campus. Edinburghis a fantastic
place to study animal behaviourand welfare with so much potential to find cross-disciplinary
solutionsto complex animal welfare issues.” Professor Alistair Lawrence

Animal Welfare at the Easter Bush Campus
The Easter Bush Campus hosts the largest concentration of animal science and animal welfare
related expertiseanywhere in Europe. The Roslin Institute, the Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary

Studies (R(D)SVS) and SRUC all work to improve animal welfare. The following are a number of
examples of collaborative work.

Understanding positive emotional states in animals

Togetherwith SRUC, Roslin and Biomathematics & Statistics Scotland (BioSS), we aim to develop
experimental approaches to study positive emotionsin animals, including play behaviourin pigs (see
video) andtickling of rats (see video). We will use these approaches to develop measures of positive
emotionsinanimalsandtostudythe wider effects of positive emotions on health and welfare.

Hunger in poultry and pigs

The problem of hungerinfeed-restricted broiler breeders and dry, lactating sows has been
recognised as a majorwelfare issue forsome years. These animals have high growth potential but
must be rationed to be healthy adults. Roslin and SRUC are collaborating tofind diets which restrict
energytoensure good health without chronichunger.


https://vimeo.com/106369056
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d-84UJpYFRM

Genetics of aggression in pigs

Pigaggressionisa majorproblem forfarmers with serious welfare implications. Joint work between
SRUC and Roslinis pursuingvarious geneticsolutions to the problemincluding the use of selective
breedingagainst highlyaggressive personalities.

Teaching: Master of Science (MSc) programmes

The Easter Bush Campus runs two highly successful MSc programmes in animal behaviourand
welfare. The MScs in Applied Animal Behaviour and Welfare and in International Animal Welfare,
Ethicsand Law are both based at the R(D)SVS and are taught by researchers from SRUC, Roslin,
R(D)SVS and other parts of the University of Edinburgh.

Jeanne Marchig International Centre for Animal Welfare Education

The JMICAWE was formedin 2011 to improve the health and welfare of animals through education,
training, research and promotingthe importantrole of veterinariansin protecting animal welfare.
The Centre lies withinthe R(D)SVS and uses skills and inputs from across the Easter Bush Campus.

For furtherinformation please contact Professor Alistair Lawrence.

Relevantlinks

e Institute StrategicProgramme: Improving Animal Production & Welfare

e Playas an indicator of positive welfare

e Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies: International Animal Welfare

e SRUC Animal Behaviour & Welfare

e ThelJeanne Marchig International Centre for Animal Welfare Education

e Developmental BiologyResearch Division: Improving animal welfare and production traits

e Animal Welfare and Ethical Review Body
e MScinApplied Animal Behaviourand Welfare
e Online MScin International Animal Welfare, Ethics and Law

— From Inés Crespo, The Roslin Institute


http://www.ed.ac.uk/vet/jeanne-marchig-centre
http://www.ed.ac.uk/roslin/about/contact-us/staff/alistair-lawrence
http://www.ed.ac.uk/roslin/research/isp/improving-animal-production-welfare
http://www.ed.ac.uk/roslin/research/isp/improving-animal-production-welfare/complex-phenotypes-genotype-environment-interact/play-indicator-of-positive-welfare
http://www.ed.ac.uk/vet/donate/animal-welfare
https://www.sruc.ac.uk/info/120243/animal_behaviour_and_welfare
http://www.ed.ac.uk/vet/jeanne-marchig-centre
http://www.ed.ac.uk/roslin/research/developmental-biology/improving-animal-welfare-production-traits
http://www.ed.ac.uk/roslin/about/governance/animal-welfare-ethical-review-body
http://www.ed.ac.uk/vet/studying/postgraduate/taught-programmes/applied-animal-behaviour-welfare
http://www.ed.ac.uk/vet/studying/postgraduate/taught-programmes/animal-welfare

