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The recipient of the 2024 ISAE Creativity Award was 
Professor Nina von Keyserlingk. She was nominated by Dr. 
Kathryn Proudfoot and supported by Drs. Maria José Hötzel 
and David Kelton. Dr. von Keyserlingk has profoundly 
impacted the fields of applied ethology and animal welfare, 
redefining our understanding of dairy cattle behavior and 
fostering innovations that resonate with societal values. 
 
Over the last two decades of her career, Dr. von Keyserlingk has authored over 330 peer-reviewed 
publications, garnering more than 30,000 citations and achieving a Google Scholar h-index of 99. Her 
pioneering work seamlessly integrates applied ethology, animal welfare science, and social science, 
addressing pressing issues in animal agriculture such as health challenges, lameness, and early cow-
calf separation. By blending scientific rigor with practical solutions, she has empowered farmers, 
veterinarians, and policymakers to adopt sustainable, welfare-oriented practices. 
 
Dr. von Keyserlingk’s creativity shines through her innovative research, supported by consecutive 
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC) Discovery grants. Her 
groundbreaking studies have explored topics from the feeding of dairy cattle to personality traits, 
mood, and resilience. These insights have reshaped animal care standards and informed welfare 
guidelines globally. 
 
A dynamic communicator and mentor, Dr. von Keyserlingk has delivered over 15 talks annually, 
reaching thousands of individuals across diverse audiences, including farmers, professionals, 
scientists, and students. Her ability to inspire, challenge norms, and motivate meaningful change 
cements her reputation as a global leader in applied ethology. 
 
We extend our heartfelt congratulations to Dr. von Keyserlingk for this well-deserved honor and for 
her unwavering commitment to advancing animal welfare through creativity and collaboration. 
 
More information about Professor Nina von Keyserlingk can be found here. 
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